SIR HUGH MIDDLETON

[Born 1560* Merchant. He traded as a goldsmith, banker and
cloth-maker. Alderman of Denbigh 1597. M.P. for Denbigh 1603,
1614, 1620, 1623, 1625 and 1628. He built the New River from
Chadwell to London : this canal, which was about thirty-eight miles
long, ten feet wide and four feet deep, was completed in 1613. King
James paid half the cost in return for half the profits. Middleton also
obtained large profits from the lead and silver mines in Cardiganshire
1617, Began reclaiming Brading Harbour 1620. Created baronet
1622. Died 1631.3
MR. INGELBERT was the first Inventer or Projector
of bringing the water from Ware to London called
Middleton9s water. He was a poore-man, but Sk Hugh
Middleton, Alderman of London, moneyed the businesse;
undertooke it; and gott the profit and also the Credit of that
most usefull Invention, for which there ought to have been
erected a Statue for the memory of this poore-man from the
City of London.
A Country Fellow seeing them digging the Channel for
the new River said, that he would save them 2000 pounds, that
is, he would turn up the Earth with a Plough; and had strong
Ploughs and Harness made purposely, which was drawn by 17
Horses, and sav'd a vast deal of Expence.
This Sk Hugh Middleton had his Picture in Goldsmyth's
hall with a Waterpott by htm, as if he had been the Sole Inventor.
Mr. Fabian Philips sawe Ingolbert afterwards, in a poore Rug-
gowne like an Almes-man, sitting by an apple-woman at the
Parliament-stayres.
Memorandum: that now (1682) London is growne so
populous and big that the New River of Middleton can serve
the pipes to private houses but twice a weeke.